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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C. H. Lebold house is a two-story rectangular building
with a full basement and an attic. The 20-room house faces east
and is approximately 50 feet long and 50 feet wide.. It features
an entrance tower with an overall height of 45 feet.

The exterior walls are constructed of rough hewn limestone
blocks laid in uniform horizontal courses. All the individual
stones are approximately the same size, The building rests on a

. raised base of smooth cut limestone and features a belt line at
the floor line. Large smooth cut stone quoins are used in an
interlocking pattern at the building corners as well as for decora-
five trim at the tower and bay window. : s ‘-
A The roof form is a truncated hip termlnatlng In a ﬁlat center
portion. Originally a decorative iron railing demarked the edge
"of the flat roof. A small gable roof.above the scuth side bay

. window breaks the roof line and emphasizes this feature. Simple
dormers with windows are used to provide light for the attic.
Ornamental brick chimneys with decorative stone caps further enhance
the roof line. The roof is separated from the wall below by a
decorative cornice featuring closely spaced stone brackets. A
large square gﬁéﬁgg‘bower rises nearly two stories above the roof
line and dramatically accents the main entrance below. The
tower is designed to blend with the main facade. Its roof is a
steep truncated pyramid with dormers on all four sides.

Windows on all floors are long slender rectangles with one
piece stone arches at the heads. These arches are delicately
carved. A large porch on the east side is supported by columns
with brackets. :

Interior ceilings are twelve feet high. Many of the original
parquet fioors and the ornate staircase and chandeliers have
received decades of apartment house use.

The exterior of the house except for one small addition at the
rear porch and the removal of the carriage porch on the north
‘side remains basically the same as the original. The present
owners plan an adaptive restoration of the building to its
original usage as a one-family dwelling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNiFICANCE
The Lebold House at First and Vine streets was erected in 1880-

1881 for one of Abilene's most influential busimesswmen. Conrad H.
Lebold came to Kansas from Chic in 1869 and in partnership with
Jacob Augustine purchased the .townsite of Abilene for $3,000. Shortly
therecafter he and Augusﬁine established a firm to sell town lots
known as the National Union Land Office. In 1873 they sold the land
office and purchased the banking house of Xellogg, Newman and Company
and later that of W. B. Clark and Company. Augustine withdrew from
the banking business later that same year, and his place in the firm
was taken by J. M. Fisher. Lebold, Fisher and Company was regarded
as one of the leading banking concerns in the area. Lebold's other
activities during his early vears in Abilene included the purchase
of an Abilene newspaper and the acguisition of other Kansas town-
sites. He was also active in politics, holding various city and
township offices, serving two terms as.treasuyer -ef Dickinson county
(1874-~1878) and representing the county in-the state house of repre-
sentatives in 1881.

" @n-March 12, 1880, the Dickinson K County.(Abilene) Chronicle
announced that a builder named Hallock had received the contract
for constructing a new residence for Leboeld.- The house was -built
just west of Mud Creek where Tim Hersey had built the first log
cabin in Abilene in 1856 and: ILebold had acquired an 80-acre-parcel
of ground in 1873 and platted it in 1878. One contemporary news-
paper referred to Lebold's new house as "the finest residence in
Central Kansas," built of brown stone from Russell county and trimmed
with white stone from Ellis county. Another newspaper account
stated that the home "is built in the very best manner, highly
ornamented, and in its finish some very fine workmanship is dis-
played.” Furnishings for the house, all in the very latest styles
available, were purchased in Chicago. The structure was completed
in the spring of 1881 at an estimated cost of $18,000. In an 1883
Kansas history, febold's house was termed "the finest dwelling house
west of Topeka." The Lebold family resided in the house for less
than ten years as he reportedly lost all his investments and was
forced to transfer the property in October, 1889, to satisfy some of
his creditors' claims. Records of the Dickinson county district
court list 322 creditors who filed claims in his bankruptcy pro-
ceedings and the sum of $610,605.99 as only a partial total of the
amount he owed. - ' ‘ : ’ ’




‘ f? “MAJOR BiBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

", H. Lebold," The United States Blographlcal chtlonary (Chlcago, s.

Lewis and Co., 1879), pp. 658, 659.

Dickinson County Chronicle {(Abilene), March 12, april 9, 1880; January 7,
‘March 25, 1881. ’
History of the State of Kansas (Chlcago, A, T, Andreas, 1883), pp. 684, 688,
689, 691.

"lIiome Tied Closely with Farly History of Abilene," Abilene Reflector-
Chronicle, May 30, 1956. ’ F
Kansas Gazette (Abilene), May 19, 1876; January 14, 1881.

\Topeka Daily Capital, February 26, 1881
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" As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- o I
‘ I hereby certxfy that this ptoperty is mcluded in the

~tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
- in the National Register and certxfy that it has been ’
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

;1. forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
‘tevel of significance of this nonunanon Bsy .
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nfter lawsuits and a court-ordered sheriff's sale in 1894, the
next owner and occupant was George C. Sterl, who lived there until
his death in 1918. In subseguent years the property went through ,
a succession of ownership changes and usages. The Brown Memorial
Foundation held the title from 1926 to 1945 and for part of that
time it was a home for working girls. Until acquired by the
present owner in July, 1972, it was used as an apartment house.
The current owners have started with their efforts to restore the
building to a one-family dwelling.

C. H. Lebold was prominent in Abilene's comgercial and econo—
mic development in the 1870's and 1880's. And as part owner of
the townsite, he was instrumental in its numerical growth.. His
house has long been a landmark in the community and stands as
an excellent example of Renaissance lnfluenced residential. archla'
tecture in Kansas.

Bbstract of Title to Lot One (1}, sterl's Sub-~division of Lot
Twenty-two (22), Lebold's Addition to abilene, Xansas, compiled
by the Dickinson County Title Co., Abilene. ' '

"Rurt Kessingers Plan to Restore 0Old House," Abllene Reflector-
Chronicle, August 9, 1972.

. "Rurt Kessinger Purchases 0ld Bbilene House," The Junctlon City

Union, August 5, 1972.




